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Thought for the month 

Using Social Media 
Lay Reader Minister Paul writes:  

 

You may have seen in the press that the Church of England has recently launched 

guidelines https://www.churchofengland.org/terms-and-conditions/our-social-media-

community-guidelines on the use of social media, with a social media charter, to which 

we’re all invited to sign up. Here’s what it’s all about. 

Facebook, Instagram, Twitter - Social Media has certainly transformed the way many of 

us live our lives. As Christians we’re called to engage in a way which is shaped by the 

example of Jesus. So, as we each respond to the call to be witnesses to our Lord, we 

should consider how we live our lives as witnesses on-line. Because whenever we 

interact on-line, we have the opportunity either to choose to share God’s light and 

grace, or instead to add to currents of cynicism and abuse. What do you reckon Jesus 

would do if He was using Twitter? Would He be like Donald Trump or would He share 

light, grace and peace? 

 

The digital landscape has undoubtedly changed greatly in the last few years and will 

continue to do so as technology develops. It’s important to think about how the 

conversations we’re having can help change someone’s “digital newsfeed” for the better. 

So the Church’s guidelines offer these 9 directions on how to enable the world of social 

media to be a better place:  

1. Be safe: The safety of children, young people and vulnerable adults must be 

maintained.  

2. Be respectful: Do not post or share content that is sexually explicit, 

inflammatory, hateful, abusive, threatening or otherwise disrespectful. 

3. Be kind: Treat others how you would wish to be treated and assume the best in 

people. If you have a criticism or critique to make, consider not just whether you would 

say it in person, but the tone you would use. 

4. Be honest: Don’t mislead people about who you are. 

5. Take responsibility: You are accountable for the things you do, say and write. 

Text and images shared can be public and permanent, even with privacy settings in place. 

If you’re not sure, don’t post it. 

6. Be a good ambassador: Personal and professional life can easily become 

blurred online so think before you post. 

7. Disagree well: Some conversations can be places of robust disagreement and it’s 

important we apply our values in the way we express them. 

8. Credit others: Acknowledge the work of others. Respect copyright and always 

credit where it is due. Be careful not to release sensitive or confidential information and 

always question the source of any content you are considering amplifying. 

9. Follow the rules: Abide by the terms and conditions of the various social media 

platforms themselves. If you see a comment that you believe breaks their policies, then 

please report it to the respective company. 
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What does it look like to be a Christian on-line? Well, everyone’s engagement is 

certainly different. Whether it’s a member of clergy (such as our Bishop of Ripon who I 

regularly see uses Twitter in a positive and engaging way) or a churchgoer replying to 

comments or posts - on a blog, on Facebook or on Twitter - we all have different 

views, histories and areas of interest that will affect how we perceive things, and how 

we respond. The public comments we make on-line, though, can quickly reach 1000s 

and even millions of people both in this country and around the world very quickly. 

Jesus calls us, in Matthew Chapter 5, to treat others as we would want them to treat 

us. So I’m pleased to read that the Church says there are a number of ways we can 

make the digital world as loving and generous as we should when speaking face to face: 

1. Truth - we should hold ourselves to high ideals of checking that what we post 

on-line is fair and factual. 

2. Kindness – we’re all different and that makes the world an interesting place – 

and at times a challenging one. Think the best of people, whether they share our views 

or are speaking against them and aim to be constructive in the way we engage. 

3. Welcome - in the language we use and the way we interact. It’s easy for 

Christians to speak in another language using words that those outside the Church 

might not relate to. 

4. Inspiration – we’re called to be witnesses of our faith and to use social media 

in a way that genuinely engages others. 

5. Togetherness – we’re one Church and other members of this Church are our 

brothers and sisters in Christ. It’s crucial we treat those around us in this way. 

6. Safeguarding - if you have any concerns about the wellbeing of children, young 

people and vulnerable adults in our Benefice, please contact one of our safeguarding 

officers (Shawn Costello or Bridget Vickers). 

7. Agree to, and sign up to, the Church’s social media guidelines.  

 

However, I’m also minded in respect of “kindness” of something Dr Ian Paul recently 

wrote (he’s an eminent New Testament theologian I follow on Twitter):  

“Kindness is always welcome, but I don’t wish to ‘welcome’ or be ‘together’ with those 

who don’t respect the right of every individual to live with equal human rights. Turning 

the other cheek to intolerance is appeasing it. As Karl Popper said: if we extend 

unlimited tolerance even to those who are intolerant, then the tolerant will be 

destroyed, and tolerance with them.”   

 

So, yes there are real challenges for us here, just as there are in face-to-face 

communication. But living our lives as a Christian is challenging. And, because we know 

there is help at hand, let’s finish with this prayer for us all:  

God, whose Holy Spirit 

fills the hearts of all your faithful people, 

enable us to share your love for all those we encounter 

both in the physical world and on-line, 

as in word and deed we proclaim the risen life 

of Jesus Christ your Son our Lord. 

Amen 
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St Andrew’s Church Great Fencote:   

Prior to its permanent closure, a final service celebrating 172 years of worship 

at St Andrew’s Church will be held on Sunday, September 1st at 3.00pm. 

Everyone is welcome to come along and join in our ‘Songs of Praise’ service 

which will be taken by our Lay Reader, Paul Chubb and attended by the Bishop 

of Ripon, Rt. Rvd. Dr. Helen-Ann Hartley. Refreshments will be served 

afterwards at Kirkby Fleetham Village Hall. 

 

Ainderby Steeple 

Thirteen children and young people took part in the All Age service in July as 

we celebrated the women in the Bible. The year has shown us how much 

women in the Bible listened to God, and we were challenged to make time in 

our busy lives to listen to Him too. After the service we all shared lunch 

together. 

The groups take a break over the summer, and begin again on September 5th. 

 

Kirby Wiske 

Plant Fair at Sion Hill. Both church  roof and village hall funds benefited from 

the successful plant fair  on June 16th at Sion Hill. Many thanks to Michael 

Mallaby for generously inviting us to participate in this event. 

 

Visit of Mothers' Union Group.  Thirty one members of the Guisborough 

St. Nicholas Mothers' Union visited our church on 8th July to hear of its history 

and have afternoon tea in the village hall. The event raised £450 for the roof 

fund.  Grateful thanks to all who contributed in any way to the pleasure of this 

occasion.  

 

 

If you have any special memories of St Andrew’s, its services or its clergy 

and would like to share them, please contact the Lay Reader, Paul Chubb 

(01609 770038) or Churchwarden, Derek Garner (01609 748335) . 
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Church and Village Notices 

Benefice Notices 



Village Hall. The next committee meeting  will take place in the village hall on 

Thursday 19th September at 7.00pm. 

 

Parish Council. Next meeting  on Tuesday 6th August at 7.30 pm in the 

village hall. 

 

Church Rota 

Sidesman:    18th August  9.30am  Mrs M Dale  

Flowers:  Mrs S Rodgers 

Cleaning:  Mr & Mrs J Hackett 

 

Kirkby Fleetham & Fencotes 

From the Registers: 

Baptism: July 14th Ailsa Annis Walsh          

                        

Notices 

Thanks to everyone who supported the July Coffee morning to raise funds for 

Herriot Hospice Homecare - the final total is £140. 

 

Kirkby Fleetham Feast Saturday, August 10th: Donations for the Church 

bric-a-brac stall on Feast Day would be greatly appreciated. Have a late spring 

clean, turn out your cupboards and see what you can find! Please leave items at 

The Hub or with Ruth K / Rosemary G.  

 

‘Songs of Praise’  on Sunday, August 11th at 6.00pm - a service to close our 

Feast Week will be held on the Green. Everyone is welcome to come along and 

enjoy some of their favourite hymns! 

  

Kirkby Fleetham Village events  (at the Village Hall unless indicated otherwise)  

Mobile Post Office Wednesdays from 11.15am – 12.15pm at the Village Hall 

 

Kirkby Fleetham Hub In August - Open every Wednesday 10.30am -

1.00pm  Pop in for a coffee / tea, sample some delicious home baking, buy local 

fresh eggs, greetings cards and your tickets for village events, change your 

library book, use the free Wi-Fi & use the Mobile Post Office!  

 

Gardening Club on Thursday 1st August at 7.00pm. Final arrangements for 

plant stall at the Feast. 

 

Booklovers’ Group:  Tuesday 6th August at 7.00pm in the Library:  Everyone 

welcome to bring along a book they have enjoyed and can recommend. 
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Kirkby Fleetham Feast is holding their 118th Show on Saturday 10th 

August, starting off with the WHAM Dog Show at 12noon, followed by a 

multitude of events in the arena, varied shopping at side stalls, a marquee full of 

flowers, vegetables, produce, crafts and more, delicious home made Yorkshire 

afternoon teas, hot food, beer tent, and ice cream, finishing with dancing to live 

music from the cover band SISTER MADLY from York, supported by Freedom 

Discos, in the evening. Feast Week starts on Saturday 3rd with football and 

indoor bowls, quoits on Sunday, fun run on Tuesday and a family quiz in the 

marquee on Thursday 8th. A whole host of family events, keeping rural 

traditions alive. More information on www.kirkbyfleethamfeast.org 

The week concludes with a Songs of Praise service on the Green at 6.00pm on 

Sunday 11th August. 

 

Langton on Swale 
The Garden Fete held at Langton Hall on Saturday 22nd June raised £1007.37 

A fantastic effort! Many thanks to all who helped to make it such a good day 

including James and Issy Fife for hosting the event. 

A silver ear ring has been found on the lawn. Please ring Gillian (07849 720906) 

for further details. 
 

Maunby 
Sideman       11th August  9.30 am  Mr P Hill-Walker  

 

Methodist Church Rota - Services begin at 10.30am 

4th August   at Romanby 

11th August  Mr M Breckon 

18th August  Mr E Dennison 

25th August   Revd D Williamson 
 

Morton on Swale 

MADS – Morton and Ainderby Dramatic Society 

In the summer of 1991 a group from Morton and Ainderby decided that it 

would be a good thing for the villages to have a Christmas pantomime. Since 

then MADS has produced 22 shows but lack of interest has meant that our 

2015 production was the last. Consequently the remaining members have 

decided to close the society. All our assets have been disposed of or 

distributed to other charities that have supported MADS over the years. 

Thank you to everyone who has been involved with or supported MADS. 

It was fun!  Beryl Smith 
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Scruton 

Scruton Village Fete Many thanks to everyone who helped to make this 

year’s Village Fete such a success. £5,354.50 was raised, with another £1,000 of 

‘matched funding’ expected for the raffle from Barclays Bank. 

 

Family Fun Day at Scruton Cricket Club Saturday August 3rd 10.00am 

until late.  Activities include a harvest walk, falconry display, face painting, 

bouncy castles, steel band workshop, cricket match (all ages), overnight camping 

and BBQ.  The Cricket Club Museum will also be open.  Tickets for the day’s 

activities £10 in advance or £12.50 on the day - contact Chalky Burton-White 

(07545123856) or email Ian Place (ianplace@scruton.co.uk). 

 

St. Radegund’s Church Charity Coffee Mornings. A reminder that the 

Coffee Mornings begin again on Saturday September 21st with the proceeds 

going to Scruton Station.  Please contact Joan Walker for details. 

 

Scruton Book Club. No meeting in August, but we begin again in 

September.  Please contact Janet Crampton for details. 

 

A date for your diary. Scruton Christmas Market on Saturday 16th 

November from 10.00am until 1.00pm.  More details of the stalls nearer the 

date. 

 

Yafforth 
100 Club winners for June were 

£20   B Boulton   

£10   M Carter 

 

Thanks to all involved with our Strawberry Tea event.  A total of £214 was 

raised for church funds. 

 

Yafforth Hub will be on Saturday 17th August 10.00am - 12noon.  

Yafforth Hub is meeting place for all villagers - come along and enjoy a tea or 

coffee.  All welcome. 
 

 

 

Deadline for the September Newsletter 
Please send all information to the editor by 5.00pmon 20th August. 
The email address for copy is anne@cayton.org.uk  
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4th August   7th after Trinity  Green 

Scruton   9.30am Morning Worship           Paul Chubb           

Ainderby              11.00am Holy Communion   Rev Derek  Mills 

 

Readings:  Colossians Ch 3 v 1 - 11, Luke Ch 12 v 13 - 21 

 

Wednesday 7th August 

Scruton            7.00pm Evensong  BCP             Paul Chubb with    

         Derek Sharpe 

                            

11th August                   8th after Trinity  Green 

Maunby               9.30am  BCP Morning Prayer Paul Chubb                                  

Langton                2.30pm      Holy Communion    Rev Lesley Ashton                                              

Kirkby Fleetham 6.00pm Evening Worship            Paul Chubb 

(in the Marquee)   

Readings:  Hebrews Ch 11 v 1 - 3 and 8 - 16,  Luke Ch12 v 32 - 40 

 

18th August   9th after Trinity  Green 

Kirby Wiske  9.30am  Holy Communion  Rev Bob Lewis       

Ainderby       11.00am       Songs of Praise              Shawn Costello                                               

Scruton   11.00am  Holy Communion  Rev Lesley Ashton  

 

Readings:   Hebrews Ch 11 v 29 - Ch 12 v 2, Luke Ch 12 v 49 - 56            

 

25th August   10th after Trinity Green 

Yafforth        9.30am BCP Morning Prayer  Paul Chubb  

Ainderby               11.00am Morning Worship    Paul Chubb 

Kirkby Fleetham    11.00am      Holy Communion           Rev Lesley Ashton             
 

Readings:    Hebrews Ch 12 v 18 - end, Luke Ch 13 v 10 - 17 

 

1st September   11th after Trinity Green 

Scruton    9.30am      Holy Communion   Rev Lesley Ashton          

Ainderby               11.00am Morning Worship           Paul Chubb                                                    

Great Fencote       3.00pm      Songs of Praise & Worship Paul Chubb &     

                 Bishop Helen-Ann Hartley 
 
Readings:    Hebrews Ch13 v1- 8 &15-16, Luke Ch 14 v 1& 7 - 14 
 
 

Services for August 


